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We Really Need Your Help





Because of the recession, during the past couple of years the amount of clothing coming through the doors has declined dramatically.  During the same period the need for clothing for poverty stricken families in Chernihiv Region, Ukraine has increased dramatically especially for children. A few schools and churches, in the UK, have regularly held “Clothing Amnesties”.  During these our needs are publicised and days set aside for the “handing in” of the goods. We are very happy to come to talk about the circumstances in Ukraine, and our work there, or to show the audio visual presentation which gives a good picture of our efforts.











Surprise for Visitors





The prospect of visiting a state institution for mentally handicapped women, run by the Department for Labour and Social Defence,  was not particularly inviting but how wrong we were.  The old manor farm from Tzarist times, at Peresazh, has become home for 246 women, aged 30 to 80 yrs, who have mostly suffered mental illness from birth. The Director is a kindly man who leads a team 150 of workers from the nearby villages They have their own medical team and most treatment is carried out on site.





 �





Those who can, take part in farming the 170 hectares (420 acres).  They have 80 cows that provide both milk and meat, 140 pigs, a kitchen garden and wheat fields that supply flour for their home baked bread.   For their work they receive a little pay.  A mobile shop comes twice a month on pay days.  As is usual, 75% of their disability pensions goes towards their board and lodging (but not to maintenance!) and 25% goes into their personal accounts. Despite a lack of investment for the buildings and furnishings the whole place is beautifully kept and we were allowed access to all areas. During the last winter they were completely cut off for 4 days and had to rely on their own diesel generator and their food stores. The staff had to walk 10 km through the snow but did so! There are some areas where we can offer help, in particular some furniture from a King’ School refurbishment will be recycled there.


Fourth Lorry Sent


Thanks to The C.P. Charitable Trust we were able to send 12 tonnes of aid, to Chernihiv in early July.  There have also been changes in the management at Gist, Hemel Hempstead, and we may well be more fortunate than expected and have a couple of lorries taking aid out in October.





Storm hits Village





 Just before leaving Chernihiv on the last day of our visit in July, to go to visit Father Michael in Tupichev, there was a amazing whirlwind that swept through the city lifting dirt from the streets way above the tops of the flats. It passed quickly and we thought no more about it as we started our drive to the village.  However, as we approached we came upon a scene of devastation.  


Roads were blocked with shattered trees, power lines were down, ancient walls had been destroyed. In the village the roofs of the kindergarten, school, farm buildings and hospital had all had sheets stripped off and the youth club had had several windows damaged.  The storm had lasted a mere seven minutes but over £5000 worth of damage had been done.  With only paltry resources available the Mayor was paying local men, to cut and remove the trees, from her own salary.


Generous Donations





We are most grateful to Morgan Sindall for a large amount of work clothing following their merger and re-branding, and to Bodens, the mail order company, for a load of predominantly ladies’ wear.  Bob Parfitt, of Refugee Relief at Wellingborough, has very kindly given us a couple of van and trailer loads of mixed aid. We have also been fortunate to get several inexpensive musical instruments, off Ebay, thanks to a donation.  Unison Music helped us to get others and these have now gone to the supported music schools and to the village band at Tupichev. 
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Following an Ebay purchase from them, the Coventry Drum and Bugle Corps have been extremely generous, helping us with more instruments and looking to keep contact in the future.





Nizhin Internat





It is a while since BHA visited this internat which is home for 177 handicapped boys and men (8 to 35yrs). The positive  young director has a refreshing approach and has come up with several innovative actions. The most severe, those who can neither move nor communicate, have been brought down from the top floor so that, when the weather permits, they can be moved outside.  This has brought about previously unseen responses from some of the boys.  She wants to build a veranda so that they can spend more time outside.  She would also like to create a sensory room with effects projectors, bubble tubes, aroma therapy and large cushions.  


Government funding for the home has been reduced but nevertheless she has pushed on with her improvements.  There have been trips to Kiev, Chernihiv and the forests. Sports have been encouraged by a trainer who comes from Chernihiv Sports College.  Crafts are still encouraged as therapy, as is work in the gardens and the vegetable patch. A computer class has been started and they now have their own cinema and video camera.  Apparently they like to see themselves on film.


They have an urgent need for wheelchairs, sports equipment and craft materials. It was a joy to visit and to see this amazingly positive approach.
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Summer Camps at R. Desna





Teams from the Chernihiv and Makosheno Arattas ran successful camps during July and August. Two were for different age grouped children from the area.  The third, for families from Chernihiv, encouraged parents, who are normally reluctant to show their   handicapped children, to bring them to participate with others. The benefits of this interaction was obvious to all.





 A thoroughly frustrated Tony is having to be really careful after his first knee op.  There are days when it seems much better and those when he is reminded that he has to take care. He hopes to find out soon when the next stage will be but, in the meantime the enforced inactivity is very stressful.





With best wishes from all at BHA.          








BHA NEWS





SEPTEMBER 2010





Between January and June 2010 the numbers of children taken into the Internats in


        Chernihiv Region, largely because of the increasing poverty, rose by 500!








