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BHA battles on!


This spring has been remarkably busy for us.  Two lorries of aid were despatched to Chernihiv in the last week of April thanks to regular help from our supporters. Philip followed these out and was able to fit a great deal in during his relatively short stay. The two lorries were unloaded into custom’s warehouses. Aid, from last autumn’s lorries was distributed from Chernihiv to the three district branches of Aratta, to social service centres in three of the districts, to an organisation for the handicapped in Chernihiv, to two internats and to an old people’s home at Liubich.  These visits are important because it is the only real way of assessing the needs and problems of these various organisations. A third lorry was loaded on 25th May and Philip again followed it out to continue the development/improvement of our work out there.  


Sadly, there is a delicate balance between sending aid and the running expenses for the Aratta centres and wages for the workers. The cost of this third lorry and the rent for the BHA warehouse in Canterbury are going to leave us with very little in the bank, especially as the politics at Gist Hemmel mean that we are unlikely to get any free lorries at all this year. We are doing everything we can, including financing our own trips to Ukraine, to keep cost as low as possible.  However, if our work is to continue we have to collect the aid in UK and we have to process, despatch and distribute it.  We are extremely grateful for the help we receive, and for the difference it makes to so many lives in Chernihiv Region. 


Note: The Aratta Centres were set up in Chernihiv Region at Tony’s suggestion 11 years ago.  They offer advice and support to individuals and families. In addition they run a wide range of activities and distribute the aid within their districts.  A small team financed by BHA deal with all the customs formalities and are responsible for the aid reaching the district social services, hospitals, internats, organisations for the handicapped and families in crisis throughout the region.








Internat  Head on Crusade





It is 4 years since we went to Chereshenky Internat and the visit during this last trip was something of a shock.  The government’s stated intention of closing the Internats, state boarding schools that act as care homes and orphanages, has gone onto indefinite hold and, with the parlous state of the Ukrainian economy, they are left to survive as best as they can.  


Elena Olegovna, the director, has worked absolute wonders.  They now are home to 179 school children, who during the day are augmented by children from nearby villages who come for lessons. Recently they have opened a department for 2-7 year olds and currently look after 21. With the help of French sponsors, who have already helped with renovations in the dining hall, they are hoping to extend the current building to enable them to look after up to 40.           





  �    �





Elena is fed up with the bad press that internats have had recently and wants to prove that life for the children in one can be at least as good, if not better than in their own or foster families. She has gone a long way towards this.  The children are really well cared for and a great deal of trouble has been gone to to provide surroundings that are as homely as possible.  She takes trouble to give them food that is familiar with plenty of fruit and veg.  We ate there, the same meal as the children, and it was delicious. 





Social Services Struggle





The visits to the social services were decidedly educational! No money to repair the broken sign on the door. No money for the first quarter of the year. No transport despite the size of the districts. No funding for stationery for work. No water in buildings. No heating, little storage and money not coming through for pensioners, families with new babies and invalids. The only aid available, other than that from BHA, is collected locally from predominantly poor families.  No salaries available for April as the funding has run out!














Abused children rescued
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Vika, Masha and Yaroslav, who are now fostered in Vaganichi, are from a family of nine children abused, by an alcoholic single mother and her friends in Mena district. All three of them had cigarette burns on their bodies, even inside their mouths. The 3 month old baby was killed when sat upon and the next two youngest were left in the hospital when these three were adopted. Their middle three sisters are being fostered, in Varva , by an ex-Internat lady whose own children are grown up. Despite the distance between the foster families their new parents allow them to keep in constant touch via phone and visits are regular.  These are the sweetest children you could wish to meet and now are able to be in a loving environment where they live happy and productive lives.





Piglet family saga cont.





Last Autumn Lena, who is 15yrs, was persuaded by her Grandparents to go and live with them. Sadly they only wanted her for her state allowance none of which was spent on her.  


 By the middle of winter she could take no more and “ran away” walking all the way back through the snow and mud to her foster parents at the “piglet” family. They cannot foster her anymore, as they had already taken another child in her place, but such is their love that they have taken her in and are now her legal guardians. 


These two “parents” have the biggest hearts you will ever find. As well as caring for the 11 children and 3 grandparents that live with them they are actively involved in supporting two other foster families in the village, are worried about the lack of medical treatment for a child in the local internat, want to start an old people’s home and a kindergarten in the village, help other people in the village with their field work and collected gifts for the veterans on veterans Day. A recent email asked for paint and wallpaper for the 6th house that they have bought.


Their next move is to “ rescue”, from a nearby village, the older sister, and her two children, of 3 of the foster children who is currently being abused by an alcoholic husband!
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