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A TIMELY RESPONSE


The response to the previous news letter enabled us to get back on track financially but there is no cause for complacency as things can turn round in the blink of an eye. BHA is extremely grateful for your donations, both material and financial, as without them we would not be able to continue this essential work.





While aid donations generally have continued to be less than a few years ago, we again owe a huge debt of gratitude to Bob Parfitt of Refugee Relief and to Boden for major donations of aid which have enabled us to prepare for the 2011 lorries. 





As you will realise there has recently been an unprecedented rise in the cost of fuel. As much of our expense in the UK comes from the van trips to collect from donors we will have to make an even greater effort to combine pick-ups. This may mean that we are not able to come  quite as often and we ask for your understanding. 





John Bushby, who is the driver/organiser of the Gist lorries had a health scare and was off work recently.  Fortunately, his specialist has cleared his return to work and he is hoping to do a run in May.  




















BABY FOR ADOPTION?





How would you like to “adopt” a baby, well at least support one?  The unmarried, alchoholic mother of Masha, Vika and Yaroslav, all fostered at “Piglet Family”, is due to give birth to her 10th child in April. Fortunately, the authorities plan to remove the child immediately. The children have asked that the child should come to join them at Vaganichi and the foster parents are working towards this. 





  �





Because of the large number of children already there the parents will not be able to “foster” the child and get the allowance for the baby. As with Lena, they will be allowed to be legal guardians, or to adopt, but this means that they will financially responsible.  Fortunately, three ladies have offered to make a regular donation to help with Lena’s future and we wonder whether anyone would like to come to a similar arrangement for the baby.














THE GOOD,





We would like to thank the Parish church, school and village of Ewhurst, the King’s School, Canterbury  and E. Suffolk W.I.s for their generous support with major collections of aid. 





We have called Norbert Dentressangle, who acts as agent for the Polish firms that we use for transport, and to my great surprise, they have quoted the same figure as last year.


THE BAD,





In Makosheno village six children were taken into care during the winter because their house was unfit for them to live in.  The mother had sold the roofing materials so that she could buy alcohol.








We would like to send out two lorries at the end of the month if we can.  We have the aid but it will leave out funds seriously depleted.


AND THE…





         �





MASHA REVISITED


We wanted to visit Dovjek to check up on how Masha, and her skin graft, were progressing but first we took aid to the village school who had agreed to act as the distribution point in the village.  During the summer the teachers had renovated a derelict building and this now provides a kindergarten and indoor sports area.  This work was financed by the staff themselves and when you consider the paltry pay they receive it just shows how much they care. A team of staff had worked with Masha to help her bridge the gap, after her move to a higher class, and they all received stationery and toiletries as a “thank you”. 


Following this, with Masha as escort, we went to see her mother. One could see a real effort had been made to improve the state of the home, with a little help with materials and furniture from BHA. While mother had been in rehab father had stayed with the children and had renovated the animals’ sheds and helped with repairs round the house. 
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Masha’s brothers and sister





Mother seemed years younger, and taller, than we had first met her, and excitedly told us that she had work packing bread at the local bakery. This is her first job, as she was only 16yrs when she had Masha, and it has given her much needed self respect, as well as providing extra bread and pizzas for the children.  It appears that what she desperately needed was someone to care and to offer help for her and her family. The children are really happy with their “new” home and the fact that father now comes home every weekend from his work in Chernihiv has made a great difference to the whole family.


TUPICHEV UPDATE


Following the whirlwind, that damaged so much of the village in September, a BHA donor gave £1000 to the Mayor. She used this to pay the unemployed to help with repairs. They’ve repaired and redecorated the Youth Club, Kindergarten, School and much of the Hospital using materials previously donated by C.P. Brewer and Sons. A little support has again gone a long way to improve conditions and to lift spirits.
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...AND WE THINK WE’VE GOT IT TOUGH!


During our last visit to Ukraine there were further indications of Chernihiv Region’s slide into chaos.  One day there was a strike and demonstration from the trolley bus drivers protesting the fact that they had not been paid for three months. During the following days there were further demonstrations from the minibus drivers and the market stall-holders protesting the tax imposed on all considered by the authorities to be self-employed. 


This tax has no link to earnings and is a flat rate of £400 for all, which is an enormous sum considering the minimum wage, which few achieve, is £800 p.a. We have also visited Social Service departments that have been informed that salaries will not be paid for the next month. The current practice for many employers is to limit their workers’ to less than 30 hours a week so that minimum wages need not be paid.

















